[Cognitive ability regarding dental plaque and oral bacteria in schoolchildren: results from an interview research of primary and junior high school students].
The cognitive abilities regarding dental health terms, especially of dental plaque, were examined among schoolchildren. An interview of 112 primary and junior high school students was performed to test knowledge of the cause of dental caries and meaning of some dental health terms. Results indicate that most schoolchildren had difficulty understanding the correct meaning of dental plaque and oral bacteria. Some of them did not recognize the existence of oral bacteria, much less dental plaque. From these results, factors which may interfere with correct understanding of dental plaque were examined. Among them, inaccurate knowledge of existence of oral bacteria appears to be an important factor.